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Drawing people in the outside world can be a real thrill; each sketch captures a particular person
and place in time. But it can also be a challenge. How do you spot a likely subject? How do you
choose the person most likely to stay still? How do you draw movement for the person that
refuses to sit still? Sketching People offers straightforward, practical help to give beginning
artists the confidence and ability to draw all sorts of people in many different settings. In the
pages of this book, readers will find:How to capture the essence of characterDifferent line-work
stylesTechniques for creating realistic skin tonesThe key to capturing the details of street
lifeWays to create fabric foldsMastering tonal drawingsConveying age differences, and moreThis
clearly written, fun to read book is bursting with inspirational artwork and candid advice that will
help you improve your drawing skills and change the way you sketch for the better.

"There's a chapter on choosing a sketchbook, and a chapter on pencils and pens and
paintbrushes, there are chapters on technique for lighting, for drawing heads and hands and
feet, all the requisite chapters for a how-to-draw book. What makes this book so useful are the
chapters on more nebulous concepts, like how to choose a subject, or what to do when people
notice you drawing. What Chapman's book does that makes it so helpful is that, instead of
saying, "One day you might be able to do this, and maybe people will take you seriously,"
Chapman makes you, the artist, feel like a confident member of an envied community. She notes
that almost everyone wishes they could draw, so the very idea that you're doing it at all makes
you seem incredible."—San Francisco Book Review, www.sanfranciscobookreview.com
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Elaine Edwards, “Better than expected. This book is full of great ideas and helpful examples for
trying everything from specific body features to working quickly and different urban scenes. I
read it from cover to cover, and I absolutely love it.”

just ducky, “Great inspiration. I liked all the inspirational examples from multiple urban artists and
there were some elements of "how-to" instruction. This book is not really for beginners; better for
those who already have some drawing experience.”

JayJ, “Helps with people in context and composition. I saw in the library and fell in love. I live the
detailed instruction on facial features all the little notes, and varied samples by other artists. I
imagine it must feel safer to sketch with a group. How to accomplish that is explained. There's
plenty of matter here. You can find materials to use set up for working from small amounts of
paint, pens, and paper, and help with line work. To draw people who move repeatedly, fix the
torso, and show arms and head in various postures. Try different materials like magic pencils. I
prefer the type on this book to those of Mark Taro Holmes. I can't read his writing and prefer a
less busy layout. This is a well laid out book that I recommend.”

Mary Kraensel, “New to Sketching. I'm new to sketching - so new, I got the urge around
Christmas and it hasn't gone away. In the short time I've been doing this, I realised sketching
faces is difficult - that's cool, because my friend struggled to draw hands. Having looked at early
segments of this book and some of the tips within, I'm confident I found the right book and I
KNOW I'll be able to draw faces one day.”

CJ, “Lots of good tips for newbie urban sketchers.. I borrowed this book from the library and read
it through twice. There is so much information that I thought I would be better off owning it. The
format is mostly examples, not necessarily a lot of step-by-step lessons, which does not bother
me. The book is full of tips, hints and descriptions of how to quickly draw people. There are
individual sections on eyes, noses, lips, etc. There are descriptions of what is different about
drawing elderly folks and children. Highly recommend.”

Cari Nevada, “A Valuable Reference for Beginner or Professional Artist. I'd borrowed this book
from the public library and decided I need my own copy. The author covers every aspect of pen,
ink, and watercolor people-sketching in a variety of settings. Try it once and you'll want to use
these great methods over and again. Lots of details and insightful hints on how to start and
perfect your work.  I've been using the techniques with both watercolor and Pan Pastels.”

Leter Windstorm, “Inspiring, with good info on materials. This book includes not only the author's
lovely sketches of people, but the works of other artists as well, providing a variety of styles and



media. She includes thorough information on her choice of materials. It's transformed my
approach to portable watercolor painting.”

Wade Ramsey, “I was not disappointed. It arrived on time. I'm just getting into urban sketching.
Buildings and cityscapes are not to hard to sketch, but I needed to get people into the sketches
to look more dynamic and complete so I ordered this book. I was not disappointed. It arrived on
time. It is 128 pages. Each page has plenty of technique desc description along with several
illustrations of the technique. The illustrations are of good size to view (paperback) and in many
are colored. I would recommend it to anyone starting or into urban sketching or who just like
sketching people. Besides urban sketchers I think watercolorists would benefit from the book.
I'm well pleased with the purchase”

Reader, “Excellent introduction. I have been considering starting to do more plein-air quick
sketching and found this book to be a perfect launch pad to encourage me to get started and
stop dithering about it.It provides details that encourage group activities where a few like minded
sketchers can work together to minimise the self conscious feeling that you get when working
alone within a group of people or in a crowded street.To date I have mainly relied on my camera
used in a walk about situation snapping likely scenes for sketching at home in a more controlled
manner but this book has inspired me to be more adventurous and get out there and get
sketching from real life scenarios.Recommended reading for anyone interested in progressing
their sketching in this direction.”

percival, “A gem!. A gem! I have long admired Lynne's work and this book was eagerly awaited!
It is packed full of advice and inspiration.......Lynne, true to form, has been very generous with
sharing all her tips and insights..built up over years of experience of sketching people in all areas
of life.....not to mention the many many wonderful and colourful illustrations from Lynne and
other contributors on every single page. This book covers it all. A delightful and informative book,
there is no doubt it will be a best seller.”

falcello, “A great book to encourage anybody who is nervous of trying .... A great book to
encourage anybody who is nervous of trying to include figures in their pictures. Filled with lots of
sketches that can be copied for practice or even included in your own pictures to add a bit of life
to those quiet scenes.The biggest inspiration I got from it was that figures do not have to be
difficult if only we could get over the start line and try it out.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Useful. Really useful for helping you to think about the different aspects
of drawing a person, the lines a persons shape makes, what is most important to capture the
character, how to use colour and shading. I like the large pictures and the notes next to them so
you can see how the techniques and colours work in a real sketch.”



The book by Denise Urban has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 299 people have provided feedback.
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